From the Benefice Team...

Although it has been a pleasure and a privilege to write the
staff letter every three months, it is also a joy to know that
this (hopefully) will be the last from Langford as, by the time
it comes round to our turn again, Asa should be settled in and
writing his own pastoral note.

We all face challenges in our lives — marriage, births, and
deaths, changes in circumstances, and unforeseen situations
that confront us and, in many cases, test our faith. In our last
letter we spoke of having just gone through the rather sombre
season of Lent, and now we are looking forward with great
expectation to the arrival of our new priest — a good example
of the ups and downs of everyday life.

As children, and even as adults, we often wish time to pass
quickly so that some good thing will come (or some bad
thing will be gone) before it is due, but everything comes to
us in God’s own good time — ‘the Lord giveth, and the Lord
taketh away’. How many of us, as a child I wonder, heard
their mother telling them not to ‘wish your life away’ when
we were eager for something or other to arrive because, she
said, as we grow older time passes much more quickly. An
extraordinary statement for a child (and even an adult) to
grasp, because surely time cannot go faster or slower than the
regular tick of the clock, and it will not speed up or slow
down at our bidding, no matter how much we may wish it to.
But in many ways our mothers were right. How many times
during the day do we ask ourselves “where has the time
gone?” or “how on earth can we be halfway through the year
already?”




Our perception of time as either dragging or speeding
by often produces an unsatisfactory effect - both can
cause dissatisfaction, regret, and discomfort. One of
the most important aspects of our dissatisfaction with
how we view the passage of time is that often we feel
that a lot of it was wasted — we don’t have lasting
memories because it ‘flew by’ in a bit of a blur. If we
had been more aware of the passing time, we could
perhaps have been more productive or, conversely,
been less frenetic and taken more time to share a
conversation, read that book we’d always promised
ourselves we would, or just stood and stared at the
beauty of our surroundings. How often do we miss
what is right in front of us because we are ‘too busy’?

The same is true for us now, with the coming of our
new priest. Although we may wish the time away until
he arrives, he will, in fact, be here sooner than we
expect. We should, therefore, relish every day that we
have before that moment, and make the best use of the
time that we have in the service of God and those
around us. Our lives may well be changed under the
leadership of our new, dynamic vicar/rector, and
certainly our current ways of working will no doubt
change considerably, so before we wish our time away,
let us take stock of where we are, and brace ourselves
for the wonders that (we hope) are to come.

With every blessing.
Irene and Gerald,




HEYBRIDGE BASIN NOTES

Many thanks to all who helped to make our Strawberry Fair once again such
an enjoyable event. Donations of strawberries and ice cream, and raftle
prizes, help to serve, to wash up, to run games — all these contribute to the
success of the evening. Just as important are those who attended to enjoy the
strawberries, the games and simply the opportunity to “catch up” with
neighbours. More than 40 people gathered this year. We were blessed with
good weather and raised £195 towards the running expenses of our little
church.

Some of you may have seen a piece on the local press about money raised at
the Basin for J’s Hospice. Profit from the soup lunches which take place in
our community room during autumn months, along with the sale of refresh-
ments at the plant sale and other contributions, allowed a cheque for £1100
to be presented to J’s. The J's Hospice Charity aims to improve the lives of
young adults (aged 16-40) with life limiting and life-threatening conditions
and their families across Essex. They provide tailored specialist nursing,
respite, advice and emotional care as well as end of life care and bereave-
ment support for the young people and their families— in the comfort and
security of their own homes, helping the young adults to live their lives to
the fullest, however short this may be.

I am really looking forward to July 7" when Dave and Diane Rowland have
organised an evening of Gospel, Country and Blues music in the community
room. This I hope will be a great opportunity for the community to come
together once again, and to raise funds for Farleigh Hospice.

JLM

What’s on at St George’s?

A

Coffee Mornings 10 am — 12 noon -All are welcome to drop
in for a cuppa and a chat. Bring and Buy books and bric a
—/ brac. Raffle.
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Saturday 7" July
Saturday 4™ August




THI NGS KI DS SAY
3yearl d Reese:
"Our Father, Who does art in hea
Harold is His name.
Amen"”
A mot her was preparing pancakes
and Ryan 3.
The boys began to argue over who
pancake.
Their mother saw the opportunity
"1 f Jesus were sitting here, He
Let my brother have the firstg p
Kevin turned to his younger binot
Ryan, you be Jesus!"”
A Sunday school teacher asked]|he
were on the way to church servic
"And why is it necessary to be (¢
One bright little gir]l replied,
"Because people are sl eeping.’
BAPTISMS
The baptsms of
place on 3rd June
June.
Pl ease remember these children
prayers and all newly baptised| cft
part of the family of| Ch
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Remove each of the letters of the alphabet in order.
Then place the remaining letters in the blanks at the
bottom to spell an important bible verse.

JAESBUSCANSWDEREDE, “I FAM
THEGWAYHANIDTJHEKTRULTH
MANDNOTHEPLIQFE. NORONSE
COMETSTOTUHEFAVTHEWR

EXCEXPTTHYROUGHZME"

Do you know where this verse is found?




Heybridge Pari sh
Common Purpose St at

AThrough worship, prayer
hel p all the communi
Jesus and develop t

t
h

=]

Langford Parish Mission Statement

§ To Love and worship God faithfully

§  To follow the example of Christ by loving and serving
others.

§  Tostek the guidance of the Holy Spivit for our Chureh
and ln our Lives

§  To bear witness to our faith

STITCH - KNIT- AND NATTER

dates; Ist & 15th May
5th & 19th June
3rd & 17th July
Return on 4th September

' L on
& 8

2pm to 4pm
£2 per person including refreshments.
At St George’s Community Room
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Langford Notes — July 2018

Plant and Bric-a-Brac Sale — Saturday 9" June

Despite not having as many people attend as we had hoped, we
still managed to raise £230 for the tower fund, which is no
mean feat. | must thank everyone who came and supported us;
Val and Lynne for their wonderful teas and cake, Gerald for his
pastry, and to all who made/bought cakes for the event. I would
like to give a special vote of thanks to Colin and Mary Ashby
and Andy Cullen for not only helping to set out the boards but
(perhaps more importantly at the end of a long event) helping
to pack away and carry the boxes down to the boiler house.

Some of the plants that were left over will now be put into the
churchyard border, and in this respect I would also like to
thank Mike Chaplin of Brierley, for donating a lovely hydran-
gea for the border — excellent.

Our next venture will be to give the church (and its secret
hiding places) a good clean out before Asa arrives in Septem-
ber, so anyone who wishes to help will be made most welcome.
Tea, coffee and bacon sandwiches will be supplied! We have-
n’t set a date for this yet, but if anyone wishes to help please let
me know which dates would be best for you and we can work
to this.

Irene Allen




Just Like Me

Dear Lord, forgive our yielding to temptation;
Forgive our pride, our love of worldly things.
Have mercy on our love of sensual pleasure,
Compassion on the sins that self love brings.

It must be hard to understand us sometimes;
So very different is your heart and mind.

But wait, I just remembered that you do know
What it’s like to be a part of humankind.

You suffered just like we do, and you were tempted.
You lived with us so you could comprehend

The things that we go through each trying day,

So you could give us mercy, and be our friend.

Thank you for compassion and forgiveness;
Thank you for your love and empathy.

Thank you, Lord, for coming down from heaven
To experience life’s trials, just like me.

By Joanna Fuchs
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Come to Heybridge Basin sea wall and enjoy a
Sea Sunday service
on Sunday 8th July at 6.30pm

We sing a couple of hymns and have a short service
blessing all those who work on the sea or use the
sea in any way, all with the beauty of the river in

OSPEL D CUNTRY 0 BLLES EVEN\NG
2 AUK 51 @S FYyR|E

Speci alBlgweesstsi nge

Satur dawyuly

7 pm

{G DS2NHSQA [/ KdzZNODK [/ 2 YYdz
Admi ssion free but don
Farl eigh Hospice

/A
At
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Maldon Choral presents

Haydn’s
The Creation

United Reformed Church, Market Hill, Maldon
Saturday 14" July: 7.30pm

Directed by Gillian Ward Russell

Guest Soloists and Instrumentalists

Tickets: £12 in advance

from Tourist Information Centre, Wenlock Way, Maldon, CM9 5AD,
£14 on the door.
01621 856503

Email tic@maldon.gov.uk

Maldon Choral Society: Registered Charity No. 287984
11
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A.G. Smith

Independent Funeral Directors

%ERVIN ()UR LO( AL
COMMUNITY SINCE 1912

* Private chapel ofrest

+  Home visits by appointment

+ Personalhand carved memoarials
*  Green &woodland funerals
24 hourservice

+  Pre-payment funeral plans

Maldon—-01621 854 293
7 Spital Road, Maldon, CMa 60Y

Southminster— 01621 774 557
Hallmark House, 44 Station Road, Southminster, CMO 7EW

agsmithfunerals.co.uk
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Unscramble the letters to find the words in our

Lord's Prayer
Anagram

aeelmpx

eilmps

aeechny

adily abder

eefginorssy

aeimnopsttt

eoprw

aeimnty

acceimmnotu

aeehnrwy
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MUSIC IN THE BENEFICE
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| USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS |
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Praver Diary — July 2018

For the Retreat House at Pleshey

For the Church’s ministry among other religious
groups

For those who look after our churches

Those who find it difficult to pray

Those who are new to the Benefice

For those involved with the General Synod

For those taking part in the Bradwell Gathering
For the Mission to Seafarers

All involved with Spiritual Direction in our Diocese
For all who work in the Emergency Services
The victims of domestic violence and the culturally
oppressed

For the gift of Holy Communion

Our Pastoral Staff

For those serving the poor

For the work of the RNLI and the Coastguard
For our United Benefice

For those who provide music in our churches
The work of Theological Colleges

For those who tend our churchyards

Those who cannot let go of their grief

For those who are bereaved

For the work of the Hockerill Foundation

For those who are anxious

For those who minister to the less abled

For those who are victims of Trafficking

For those who need our love and support

For those involved in Lay Development and Training
For our Armed Forces

For those thinking about joining the church

For the pets in our lives

For the joy of summer holidays

18




Those who are unwel |

MALDON LUNCHTIME CONCERTS

MALDON

Ingrid Cusido plays Mozart, Beethoven and
Brahms on piano.

Refreshments available for

Deadline for the magazi

The deadl in
12. Sunday 8t h July.
(2nd Sunday)

I N YOUR PRAYER|S
PLEASE REMEMBER

Al l i son, Steve Clark, Jay Stabl egs,

Shrimpton, George Gribble, Val erile,

Bl axall .

Loving Father, have mercy on those whos
anxiety in themselves, release thel|ir
restore them to the whol eness whi c|

UNI'TED REFORMED CHURCH

Thursday 12th July 2018 at

e for t he next

19



SPONSOR A TILE FOR St GILES’ SPIRE

Urgent help is needed for repairs and replacements
Donate £5 and you receive a make-believe (1%x1% inch)
tile/shingle to pin onto the 7ft-high model spife in the
Western Apse of the church. Write on it youFname; a
tribute to a loved one; a pralr or, if your ing is
ridiculously small, a psalm! While these onal
comments and tributes cannot be transferred onto the
replacement shingles of the genuine spire, they will be
recorded in a book and preserved in the church.

BETTER STILL: - SPONSOR TWO TILES!

Sponsor's Nam .....ccceee oo cocecuennacebencncans

Number of ‘tiles’ @ £5 ...... Total £.4......... ]
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