
From the Benefice Team… 
 

Although it has been a pleasure and a privilege to write the 
staff letter every three months, it is also a joy to know that 
this (hopefully) will be the last from Langford as, by the time 
it comes round to our turn again, Asa should be settled in and 
writing his own pastoral note. 
 
We all face challenges in our lives – marriage, births, and 
deaths, changes in circumstances, and unforeseen situations 
that confront us and, in many cases, test our faith. In our last 
letter we spoke of having just gone through the rather sombre 
season of Lent, and now we are looking forward with great 
expectation to the arrival of our new priest – a good example 
of the ups and downs of everyday life. 
 
As children, and even as adults, we often wish time to pass 
quickly so that some good thing will come (or some bad 
thing will be gone) before it is due, but everything comes to 
us in God’s own good time – ‘the Lord giveth, and the Lord 
taketh away’. How many of us, as a child I wonder, heard 
their mother telling them not to ‘wish your life away’ when 
we were eager for something or other to arrive because, she 
said, as we grow older time passes much more quickly. An 
extraordinary statement for a child (and even an adult) to 
grasp, because surely time cannot go faster or slower than the 
regular tick of the clock, and it will not speed up or slow 
down at our bidding, no matter how much we may wish it to. 
But in many ways our mothers were right. How many times 
during the day do we ask ourselves “where has the time 
gone?” or “how on earth can we be halfway through the year 
already?” 



Our perception of time as either dragging or speeding 
by often produces an unsatisfactory effect - both can 
cause dissatisfaction, regret, and discomfort. One of 
the most important aspects of our dissatisfaction with 
how we view the passage of time is that often we feel 
that a lot of it was wasted – we don’t have lasting 
memories because it ‘flew by’ in a bit of a blur. If we 
had been more aware of the passing time, we could 
perhaps have been more productive or, conversely, 
been less frenetic and taken more time to share a    
conversation, read that book we’d always promised 
ourselves we would, or just stood and stared at the 
beauty of our surroundings. How often do we miss 
what is right in front of us because we are ‘too busy’? 
 
The same is true for us now, with the coming of our 
new priest. Although we may wish the time away until 
he arrives, he will, in fact, be here sooner than we     
expect. We should, therefore, relish every day that we 
have before that moment, and make the best use of the 
time that we have in the service of God and those 
around us. Our lives may well be changed under the 
leadership of our new, dynamic vicar/rector, and      
certainly our current ways of working will no doubt 
change considerably, so before we wish our time away, 
let us take stock of where we are, and brace ourselves 
for the wonders that (we hope) are to come. 
 
With every blessing. 
Irene and Gerald,  
 



HEYBRIDGE BASIN NOTES  
 
Many thanks to all who helped to make our Strawberry Fair once again such 
an enjoyable event.  Donations of strawberries and ice cream, and raffle  
prizes, help to serve, to wash up, to run games – all these contribute to the 
success of the evening.  Just as important are those who attended to enjoy the 
strawberries, the games and simply the opportunity to “catch up” with  
neighbours.  More than 40 people gathered this year.  We were blessed with 
good weather and raised £195 towards the running expenses of our little 
church. 
 
Some of you may have seen a piece on the local press about money raised at 
the Basin for J’s Hospice.  Profit from the soup lunches which take place in 
our community room during autumn months, along with the sale of refresh-
ments at the plant sale and other contributions, allowed a cheque for £1100 
to be presented to J’s. The J's Hospice Charity aims to improve the lives of 
young adults (aged 16-40) with life limiting and life-threatening conditions 
and their families across Essex. They provide tailored specialist nursing,   
respite, advice and emotional care as well as end of life care and bereave-
ment support for the young people and their families– in the comfort and  
security of their own homes, helping the young adults to live their lives to 
the fullest, however short this may be. 
 
I am really looking forward to July 7th when Dave and Diane Rowland have 
organised an evening of Gospel, Country and Blues music in the community 
room. This I hope will be a great opportunity for the community to come 
together once again, and to raise funds for Farleigh Hospice. 
JLM 
 
 
                     What’s on at St George’s? 

 
  Coffee Mornings 10 am – 12 noon -All are welcome to drop    
  in for a cuppa and a chat. Bring and Buy books and bric a  
  brac. Raffle.  
 

 
 
Saturday 7th July  
Saturday 4th August 
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BAPTISMS 
 

The baptisms of Freya Elizabeth Green took 
place on 3rd June, and Olivia Lilly Hanley on 10th 
June. 
 
Please remember these children and all their families in your   

prayers and all newly baptised children as they begin their lives as 
part of the family of Christ. 

3-year-old Reese: 
"Our Father, Who does art in heaven, 
Harold is His name. 
Amen" 

A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin 5, 
and Ryan 3. 
The boys began to argue over who would get the first    
pancake. 
Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. 
"If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, 
'Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait.' 
Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, 
"Ryan, you be Jesus!" 

A Sunday school teacher asked her children as they 
were on the way to church service, 
"And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?" 
One bright little girl replied, 
"Because people are sleeping." 

THINGS KIDS SAY  
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 HEYBRIDGE WI 

 
 
After the welcome and Jerusalem, birthday cards were given to 
Alison and Sheila, with vouchers being presented to Dorene and 
Ellen as overall annual winners of the competitions. Details of all 
mailing can be found on the information board and table each 
month and members were reminded that there are still places 
available on the August outing and more quizzers were needed for 
the WI Quiz, also don't forget to check in Essex News for details of 
events etc. 
 
Speaker  Canon Chris Bishop was then introduced and went on to 
talk to about his time as Chaplain at Stansted Airport, his duties 
were quite varied and interesting from counselling to first aid or 
just a sympathetic ear, all while covering the diocese as well, busy 
life.  Dorene gave the vote of thanks. 
After tea a flower quiz was passed round and a collection box for 
ACWW. 
Dates for diaries were read out by Maureen who said cakes and 
helpers will be requested for all of these;  a Hospitality Tea on   
Friday 9th August, the Party on the Plannie (Heybridge Festival) on 
Sunday 9th September when we have two stalls and and then our 
Autumn Fayre on Saturday 29th September.  It is Heybridge WI's 
turn to hold the 2019 Group Meeting with Wickham Bishops WI on 
Friday 5th April 2019 which is our normal meeting day.   
Could members going on the August outing please bring payment 
along to the July meeting, there will be no meeting in August. 
Competition winners 1st Rita, 2nd Pam and 3rd Ellen 
Flower: 1st Ellen, 2nd Rita and 3rd Brenda Mansfield. 
 
Tea hostesses for July are Margaret Hegewald, Angela Pleasance 
and Doreen Clarke. 
Heybridge WI meets on the first Friday of the month in Plantation 
Hall at 2pm with visitors and new members always welcome. 
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Remove each of the letters of the alphabet in order. 
Then place the remaining letters in the blanks at the 
bottom to spell an important bible verse. 
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Heybridge Parish  
Common Purpose Statement 

 
 

ñThrough worship, prayer and loving action we will 
help all the community to discover  
Jesus and develop their faithò  

Langford Parish Mission Statement 
 

§ To love and worship God faithfully 

§ To follow the example of Christ by loving and serving 

others. 

§ To seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit for our Church 

and in our lives 

§ To bear witness to our faith 
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 Langford  Notes – July 2018 
 
 

Plant and Bric-a-Brac Sale – Saturday 9th June  

Despite not having as many people attend as we had hoped, we 

still managed to raise £230 for the tower fund, which is no 

mean feat. I must thank everyone who came and supported us; 

Val and Lynne for their wonderful teas and cake, Gerald for his 

pastry, and to all who made/bought cakes for the event. I would 

like to give a special vote of thanks to Colin and Mary Ashby 

and Andy Cullen for not only helping to set out the boards but 

(perhaps more importantly at the end of a long event) helping 

to pack away and carry the boxes down to the boiler house. 

 

Some of the plants that were left over will now be put into the 

churchyard border, and in this respect I would also like to 

thank Mike Chaplin of Brierley, for donating a lovely hydran-

gea for the border – excellent. 

 

Our next venture will be to give the church (and its secret    

hiding places) a good clean out before Asa arrives in Septem-

ber, so anyone who wishes to help will be made most welcome. 

Tea, coffee and bacon sandwiches will be supplied! We have-

n’t set a date for this yet, but if anyone wishes to help please let 

me know which dates would be best for you and we can work 

to this. 

  

 
Irene Allen 
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Just Like Me 

 

Dear Lord, forgive our yielding to temptation; 

Forgive our pride, our love of worldly things. 

Have mercy on our love of sensual pleasure, 

Compassion on the sins that self love brings. 

 

It must be hard to understand us sometimes; 

So very different is your heart and mind. 

But wait, I just remembered that you do know 

What it’s like to be a part of humankind. 

 

You suffered just like we do, and you were tempted. 

You lived with us so you could comprehend 

The things that we go through each trying day, 

So you could give us mercy, and be our friend. 

 

Thank you for compassion and forgiveness; 

Thank you for your love and empathy. 

Thank you, Lord, for coming down from heaven 

To experience life’s trials, just like me. 

 

 

By Joanna Fuchs 
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Come to Heybridge Basin sea wall and enjoy a 
Sea Sunday service 

on Sunday 8th July at 6.30pm 
 

We sing a couple of hymns and have a short service 
blessing all those who work on the sea or use the 
sea in any way, all with the beauty of the river in 

font of us. 

You are invited to a 

 

²ƛǘƘ 5ŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŀƴŜ wƻǿƭŀƴŘ 
Special guest – Blues singer Bob Pearce 

 
Saturday 7th July 

7 pm 
{ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wƻƻƳΣ IŜȅōǊƛŘƎŜ .ŀǎƛƴ 

Admission free but donations appreciated for                                        
Farleigh Hospice 
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¢ƘŜ {ƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ [ƻǾŜ 

Do you want to hear God's voice? If you do, it's possible you're 

hearing Him already, for He may be the one giving you the longing 

to hear Him. God uses lots of things to talk to us. But actually hear-

ing from God isn't so much a matter of “if” He's talking, but rather, 

whether we are listening. How many times have you felt God is   

trying to speak to you and yet you feel like you're hearing nothing? 

Who hasn't asked, God, can't you speak louder? I need to know 

what to do! The reality is that all of God's sheep, already hear His 

voice every day! 

The Lord constantly speaks to us and gives us His direction. It's  

never the Lord who is not speaking, but it's us not listening. We can 

never know an intimate relationship with our Heavenly Father 

without hearing Him speak to us personally. But, as easy as it is for 

us to speak to Him, most Christians have a hard time hearing His 

voice. This is not the way the Lord intended it to be. 

We know God's voice because we know Him. Jesus said, “I am the 

good shepherd; I know my own sheep and they know me” (John 

10:14 NLT). We recognize God's voice because we recognize Him, 

the better we get to know God the more clearly we will hear His 

voice. God's voice is His Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Love, so the voice 

of God is the sound of Love. The actions of love are accomplished 

when we put God's benefit and the benefit of others before our 

own. God's voice, His Holy Spirit will always lead us in the direction 

of love. 

In the 2nd Chapter of Habakkuk, the prophet, longed to hear from 

God! He was so determined that he was willing to stand and wait  
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as long as it took. “I will climb up to my watchtower and stand at 

my guardpost. There I will wait and see what the Lord 

says...” (Habakkuk 2:1 NLT). 

The prophet found that God was faithful. “Then the Lord said to 

me, “Write my answer plainly on tablets, so that a runner can carry 

the correct message to others. This vision is for a future time. It  

describes the end, and it will be fulfilled. If it seems slow in coming, 

wait patiently, for it will surely take place. It will not be                 

delayed” (Habakkuk 2:2 NLT). 

Listening to God requires a right attitude in our hearts. In order to 

listen to God and receive His instructions, we must want to do His 

will, much as the prophet did. God honours the heart completely 

surrendered to Him. If we are stubbornly clinging to our own       

desires, we are likely to get a garbled message that will not be 

God's voice at all. As a result, we are likely to continue pursuing a 

path that is contrary to the one God has designed for our lives. 

Psalm 40:8 (NLT) says, “I take joy in doing your will, my God, for 

your instructions are written on my heart.” 

We can trust that God will direct our path when we desire His will 

above every other desire. By listening to His message and being 

quick to obey. Also, writing down what He tells us and being ready 

to share it so that others may understand. When we listen to God 

and obey Him, we will discover a life that is full and rich with      

purpose, with the confidence that we are following the Master's 

plan. 

The Lord would say, “Be still and know that I am God!” (Psalm 

46:10 NLT).                                                                    aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²Φ /ƻŎƘǊŀƴ 
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MUSIC IN THE BENEFICE  
 

St Andrewôs Church 
Organist - Gerald Matthews (01245 472860) 

 
 

St. Georgeôs Church 
Organist - Joy Norman (01621 857004) 

 
St. Gilesô Church 

Organists - Gerald Matthews & Rosemary Taylor (01245 472860) 
St.Giles Singers practise in Church 5.45pm Tuesdays 

 
New members and musicians always welcome 

 
 

 ²9[/ha9 ²hwY{Iht 
 

Meets every Friday (term times) 
9.30-12.00. Bring your own craft 
or come along and knit and natter, 
and maybe learn a new craft skill! 

 
More info contact 
Lynne Wood    
01621 856216 

 {¢Φ !b5w9²Ω{ /w!C¢ /[¦. 
Card making and crafts for      
teenagers and adults. Meets 
7.30pm in The Waring Room 
on 2nd & 4th Thursday each 

month 

 
Lynne Wood    
01621 856216 
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Group Scout Leader 

Clive Searle 
01621 855275 

 a!D!½Lb9 95L¢hw 

 
 

Sue Howat 
01621 853638 

 
ǎǳŜƘƻǿŀǘϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

 {9! /!59¢{ Telephone: 01621 
740692 
maldonsea-

cadets@hotmail.com  

 /hCC99 ahwbLbD{ 
{ǘΦDŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ IŜȅōǊƛŘƎŜ  

.ŀǎƛƴ 
1st Saturday each month 

 
{ǘΦDƛƭŜǎ [ŀƴƎŦƻǊŘ 
2nd Saturday each 

month 
 

 
Judith Manley 
01621 859957 

 
 

Irene Allen 
01621 855447 

 
 

 
 

 

USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS  
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Prayer Diary  –  July 2018 
 

 
Sun 1 For the Retreat House at Pleshey 
Mon 2 For the Church’s ministry among other religious  
                      groups 
Tue 3 For those who look after our churches 
Wed 4 Those who find it difficult to pray  
Thu 5 Those who are new to the Benefice 
Fri 6 For those involved with the General Synod 
Sat 7 For those taking part in the Bradwell Gathering 
Sun 8 For the Mission to Seafarers 
Mon 9 All involved with Spiritual Direction in our Diocese 
Tue 10 For all who work in the Emergency Services  
Wed 11 The victims of domestic violence and the culturally  
                      oppressed 
Thu 12 For the gift of Holy Communion 
Fri 13 Our Pastoral Staff 
Sat 14 For those serving the poor 
Sun 15 For the work of the RNLI and the Coastguard 
Mon 16 For our United Benefice 
Tue 17 For those who provide music in our churches 
Wed 18 The work of Theological Colleges 
Thu 19 For those who tend our churchyards 
Fri 20 Those who cannot let go of their grief 
Sat 21 For those who are bereaved 
Sun 22 For the work of the Hockerill Foundation 
Mon 23 For those who are anxious 
Tue 24 For those who minister to the less abled 
Wed 25 For those who are victims of Trafficking  
Thu   26 For those who need our love and support 
Fri  27 For those involved in Lay Development and Training 
Sat 28 For our Armed Forces 
Sun 29 For those thinking about joining the church 
Mon 30 For the pets in our lives 
Tue 31 For the joy of summer holidays 
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IN YOUR PRAYERS 
PLEASE REMEMBER 

 
                         Those who are unwell:  
 
 Allison, Steve Clark, Jay Stables, June Slack, Chris Spong, Michael 
Shrimpton, George Gribble, Valerie, Jackie, Adrian Rhodes and Jane 

Blaxall. 

                  

 
Loving Father, have mercy on those whose lives are crippled by strain and 

anxiety in themselves,  release their tension, give them inward peace,          

restore them to the  wholeness  which is your will for all.  Amen 

-----------------  

 

Deadline for the magazine 
 
The deadline for the next (August) magazine is 
12.00 on Sunday 8th July. 
(2nd Sunday). 

 

MALDON LUNCHTIME CONCERTS  

 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
MALDON 

 
Thursday 12th July 2018 at 1.00pm 

 

Ingrid Cusido plays Mozart, Beethoven and     

Brahms on piano.  

 

Refreshments available for a donation 
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