
 The Vicar Writes 
 
 I expect that soon, a banner proclaiming that 
“Heybridge Primary is a good school” will appear on the 
railing of St. Andrew's churchyard. 
 I mention this now to forestall any anxiety when it     
appears, that it might have been put up without permis-
sion. 
The school asked, and I was glad to say yes. 
 I have always found Heybridge Primary to be a 
place where they are happy and valued and are given 
every encouragement to learn. So I was delighted when I 
heard that earlier this year the school had been judged 
“Good” by Ofsted. 
 All schools have their ups and downs, and all too 
often their reputation lags behind their present real 
achievements. 
 Since our Waring Room, as the original village 
school building, is governed by a deed of trust stating 
that it is to be used for “The educational needs of chil-
dren in the Parish of Heybridge and adjoining parishes”, 
I am more than glad to help spread the good news of the 
school's recent success. I hope at you will all do what 
you can to spread this news as well, for the benefit of the 
school and all prospective pupils, and to show that our 
churches are concerned for the whole community around 
us. 
 
Yours in Christ, Peter Low 



Saint of the month 
Jean Baptist Vianny, The Cure d'Ars 
 Jean was born in France in 1786 and was the son of a 
peasant farmer. His studies for the priesthood from 1806 to 
1815 took place during the Napoleonic wars, and were inter-
rupted when he had to hide for fear of conscription. But his 
progress towards ordination was also slowed because he was 
thought by some to be an unpromising candidate. 
 In 1818 he was sent to be the priest of the lonely and   
neglected village of Ars-en-Dombes. He remained there for 40 
years. 
 He was devoted heart and soul to his parishioners, but 
his fame spread across France and beyond, on account of his 
pastoral skill as a confessioner. As a result of this, tens of thou-
sands made their way to that small village, and it was not unu-
sual for him to hear confessions all day until late at night. And 
there are many stories of those he brought back to faith from 
the brink of despair. 
 Sadly some other clergy, jealous of his fame, complained 
to the Bishop suggesting that Jean was deranged. The Bishop 
replied, saying that he wished all his clergy had a touch of that 
same madness. 
 While Jean did indeed gain such recognition, in his own 
heart he felt desperately unworthy. This, added to the weight of 
dealing with so many pilgrims, along with the burdens of office 
and the austerity of his way of life, wore him down. 
 At least three times he left his village, to hide in a mon-
astery, but each time he was encouraged to return. And so, he 
died in office in 1859. In 1929 Pope Pius XI named St. Jean 
Baptist Vianny as the patron saint of parish clergy. 
 While I was at Theological College, he was pointed out 
as an encouragement to any of us who had had doubts              
e xpressed against our suitability for ordination. 
(Information sourced from The Penguin Dictionary Of Saints) 
 Peter Low. 



HEYBRIDGE BASIN NOTES 
What’s On? 
 
August Coffee morning 
Saturday 6th August 100.00am - 12 noon. 
 
September Coffee morning 
This will be on Saturday 10th September to coincide 
with the annual Ride and Stride. Anyone who is able to 
spend an hour or two manning the church to sign in  
riders would be very welcome. 
 
 
Friends of St George’s Church events: 
 
Our quiz evenings at the Old Ship PH and other events 
have now stopped until the Autumn. 

STRAWBERRY FAYRE 
 

Many thank to all those who attended the Strawberry 
Fayre at St George’s church in June, whether as a helper 
or a visitor. We had a very enjoyable evening, and the 
weather was kind to us. Over 50 people came, and  £177 
was made. So, a very big thanks to everyone! 
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Open Gardens 
 
Once again, we are delighted that people across 
our community will be opening their gardens in 
support of Farleigh Hospice. There will be a varie-
ty of styles, and the opportunity to enjoy refresh-

ments and chat to fellow gardeners; a blooming marvellous day 
out! Open Gardens are throughout June and early July this year.  
If you would like to open your garden in any of these areas, please 
get in touch fundraising@farleighhospice.org or 01245 457408. To 
find out where you can purchase your programme and for full infor-
mation, visit the Farleigh Hospice website 
at www.farleighhospice.org/opengardens 

Bible and Prayer Group 
This session has been operating for approximately 5 years, and 
has been attended by some members of the United Benefice at 
St George’s, Heybridge Basin.  Sadly, this group will now no 
longer be running. 
 
However, if anyone would like prayer, or would like someone 
to visit, please let me know. 

 
Joy – 01621 857004 

FUNERALS 
 

The funeral of Patricia Leather has taken place 
on the 23rd July.  

 
 
As she passes into the nearer presence of God, may she 

rest in peace. Amen 

mailto:fundraising@farleighhospice.org
http://www.farleighhospice.org/opengardens
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Langford  Notes ï August 2016 
 

Ah, was that the summer? Still at least it stayed beauti-
fully fine for the Heybridge Fete. Langford was only 
there as supporters this year, but next year we hope to be 
back to having a stall ourselves. 
 
Afternoon Tea with Jack and Val ï Sunday 10th July 
Despite the weather being not very promising in the 
morning, and the fact that it was the Wimbledon finals, 
the afternoon tea went very well and raised £295 for the 
Friends of St. Giles. But this wasn’t only a money-
making exercise – it was a chance to meet up with old 
friends, make new ones and enjoy delicious cakes and 
tea in beautiful surroundings. Thankfully the sun stayed 
out for us, and an enjoyable afternoon was had by all. 
Very grateful thanks to Jack and Val Rayner for opening 
up their garden for this lovely event. One complaint of 
course… why are Jack’s runner beans so much more ad-
vanced than mine? 
 
Pimms and Strawberries ï Thursday 14th July 
The ‘Cowshed Club’ (so called because it meets in the 
Village Hall which was an old Victorian cowshed before 
it was converted) is Langford and Ulting’s equivalent of 
the old Langford Ladies’ Circle. It was formed earlier 
this year and is open to ladies of all ages so long as they 
have a connection with either Langford or Ulting. The 
July meeting was a ‘Pimms and Strawberries’ evening 
with delicious scones, cream and jam thrown in (not lit-
erally I hasten to add!). Luckily for us the weather was  
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wonderful so we were able to have tables and chairs out-
side and enjoy the evening before the dusk and the   
midges drove us home. Grateful thanks to Mary Ashby 
and Jeanette Gribble for organising this. New members 
are always welcome, so do contact me if you would like 
to join and I will put you in touch with the powers that 
be, as they say. 
 
Coffee Mornings 
Our next Coffee morning will be on Saturday 13th      
August, and a warm welcome will be extended to any-
one who wishes to come along and have a chat and a cup 
or two and share some delicious bakes. 
 
St. Gilesô Patronal Festival 
This year our Patronal Festival will be held on Sunday 
28th August as the nearest Sunday to St. Giles’ day which 
is September 1st. We will be celebrating with a United 
Benefice service at 0900 so we do hope you will come 
and join us. Refreshments, as always, will be available 
after the service. 
 
Open Day 
Our Open Day will be held on Saturday 10th September, 
which also coincides with the ‘Ride and Stride’ day, and 
it being the 100th anniversary year of the Battle of the 
Somme, we will have an exhibition on this and the part 
that Langford boys played in it. Do come along and join 
us for this day, when the crypt will be open to view as 
well. 
Irene Allen 
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Heybridge WI 

 
 

The July meeting began with Jerusalem, a birthday card 
was given to Rosemary and 1st prize awarded to Glenda 
for her competition entrant at the Group Meeting which 
took place at Purleigh WI.  Unfortunately Purleigh have 
now withdrawn from the Maldonian Group and Heybridge 
are to be joined with the Viking Group, this to  be dis-
cussed at a later date. 
 
Alison introduced our speaker, author Patrick Forsythe 
who told us he began writing about places he had trav-
elled to - exotic places such as Burma and Thailand.  He 
then progressed to what he calls proper books and has 
had quite a few published without having to pay the pub-
lisher. 
 
No meeting in August as it is the outing to the William 
Morris museum, lunch at a pub, ending with a river trip.  
So tea hostesses for September will be Sheila Wade, 
Brenda Harker and Jean Gill. 
 
Competition winners:  1st  Maureen, 2nd Val, 3rd Dorene 
Carr 
Flower: 1st Margaret Yell, 2nd Glenda & Val, 3rd Ellen 
  
Heybridge WI meets on the first Wednesday each month 
at 2.15 pm .  Visitors and new members are always     
welcome. 
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WEDDINGS  

 
The wedding between Dayus Rogers and  

Amelia Parmenter has taken place at                

St Andrewõs on 9th July.  

 
  We wish them many years of happiness and contentment in their new 

life together.            

REPORT OF THE JULY PCC MEETING  
 

The PCC committee met on the 12th July to discuss 
the day to day running of St Andrew’s and St George’s 
churches. A clearance of vegetation n and litter from 
around the Waring Room had taken place, and much 
needed tidying of the cupboard was completed. Some 
trees in the churchyard and the Waring Room carpark 
will need cutting back, but only once the nesting      
season has ended. 
We discussed the planning of the Summer fete, and 
were grateful to Tesco for kindly donating scones and 
strawberries for the event, plus strawberries from 
Jacob’s Farm. 
At St George’s, the drainpipes and gutters have been 
replaced. Judy Manley is working on the history of the 
men who died or served during WW1 and whose 
names are on the plaque in the church. An event about 
this will hopefully be held in the autumn. 
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St. Giles’ Patronal Festival 

Sunday 28th August 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and join us to celebrate our Patron Saint 
St. Giles’ Church, Langford – 0900 

Refreshments after the service 
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I love the summer’s rays, 

shinning from the sun 

the warmth of laughter 

with children having fun. 

I love summer’s breezes, 

gently drifting in the air 

the sounds of pure delight 

when the weather is fair. 

I love summer’s laziness, 

the strolls down the lane 

the sound of peacefulness 

upon summer’s gentle rain. 

I love summer’s smells, 

fragrant with memories 

the happy thoughts wafting 

of BBQ’s , friends and families. 

I love summertime, 

it’s smells, sights, its sounds 

I love that God blesses me 

when summer comes around! 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Psalm 118:24ñThis is the day which 
the Lord hath made; 
we will rejoice and 
be glad in it.ò 

Copyright 2016Deborah Ann Belka 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+118.24&version=KJV
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Deadline for the magazine 
The deadline for the next (September) magazine is 12.00 
on Sunday 14th August (2nd Sunday). 

 



16 

 
 

MUSIC IN THE BENEFICE  
 

St Andrewôs Church 
Organist - Gerald Matthews (01245 472860) 

 
 

St. Georgeôs Church 
Organist - Joy Norman (01621 857004) 

 
St. Gilesô Church 

Organists - Gerald Matthews & Rosemary Taylor (01245 472860) 
St.Giles Singers practise in Church 5.45pm Tuesdays 

 
New members and musicians always welcome 

 
 

 EDWARD BEAR CLUB 
For parents and carers with under 

5’s 
Every Friday during term time 
1.30 in The Waring Room 

More info contact 
Lynne Wood    
01621 856216 

 ST. ANDREW’S CRAFT CLUB 
Card making and crafts for      
teenagers and adults. Meets 
7.30pm in The Waring Room 
on 2nd & 4th Thursday each 

month 

 
Lynne Wood    
01621 856216 
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 CUBS AND SCOUTS 
 

Group Scout Leader 

Clive Searle 
01621 855275 

 MAGAZINE EDITOR 

 
 

Sue Howat 
01621 853638 

 
suehowat@hotmail.co.uk 

 SEA CADETS Telephone: 01621 
740692 
maldonsea-

cadets@hotmail.com  

 COFFEE MORNINGS 
St.George’s Heybridge  

Basin 
1st Saturday each month 

 
St.Giles Langford 
2nd Saturday each 

month 
 

 
Judith Manley 
01621 859957 

 
 

Irene Allen 
01621 855447 

 
 

 
 

 

USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS  
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Prayer Diary  ï  August  2016 
 

Mon 1 The Church’s ministry among other religious groups 
Tue 2 The gift of music in our churches 
Wed 3 Those who look after our churches 
Thu 4 Retired clergy in Maldon and Dengie area 
Fri 5 For those thinking of going into the ministry 
Sat 6 For those on their way to glory 
Sun 7 For the work of the Salvation Army 
Mon 8 Those who find it difficult to pray  
Tue 9 Those who are new to the Benefice 
Wed 10 Those who are bereaved 
Thu 11 For all who work in the Emergency Services 
Fri 12 For our armed forces overseas 
Sat 13 For nurses and doctors 
Sun 14 For the work of Lepra and The Leprosy Mission 
Mon 15 The victims of domestic violence and the culturally            
                      oppressed 
Tue 16 Our Pastoral Staff 
Wed 17 Pleshey Retreat House, its staff and visitors 
Thu 18 For all involved with Spiritual Direction in our          
                      Diocese 
Fri 19 For those finding life difficult 
Sat 20 For those who tend our graveyards 
Sun 21 For the work of the Church Army 
Mon 22 The work of Theological Colleges 
Tue 23 Those who are living with anger 
Wed 24 Those who cannot let go of their grief 
Thu 25 Our Bishops – Stephen and John 
Fri 26 For all who fundraise for our churches 
Sat 27 For those involved in world affairs 
Sun 28 For the Vergers in the Cathedral 
Mon  29 Our choirs and musicians 
Tue 30 For those who are Victims of Trafficking 
Wed 31 For those who feel isolated from God 
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IN YOUR PRAYERS 
PLEASE REMEMBER 

 
                         Those who are unwell:  
 Kate , Allison, Felix Baulch, Enid and Steve Clark, Jay Stables, Jo 
Stark, Janet, Hope, June Slack, Chris Spong, Pam, Michael Shrimpton, 

David Baxter, Sue Polden and Judy. 

                    
Loving Father, have mercy on those whose lives are crippled by strain and 

anxiety in themselves,  release their tension, give them inward peace,          

restore them to the  wholeness  which is your will for all.  Amen 

-----------------  

 

BAPTISMS 

The baptism of Ruben Wyatt took place at            
St. Andrew’s Church on 17th July. 

 
Please remember him and his family in your prayers as he begins his life 

as part of the family of Christ. 

STITCH - KNIT - AND NATTER 
 

We re-start this group on September 6th. 
 
£2 per person including refreshments. 
 
At St George’s Community Room. 
 
2pm to 4pm 
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Langford Parish Mission Statement 
 

§ To love and worship God faithfully 

§ To follow the example of Christ by loving and serving 

others. 

§ To seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit for our Church 

and in our lives 

§ To bear witness to our faith 

MALDON LUNCHTIME CONCERTS  

 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
MALDON 

 
Thursday 11th August 2016 at 1.00pm 

 

Five Live Wind Quinet  

Fiona Hill brings her wind quintet for us to enjoy 

with their lively music.  

 

Refreshments available for a donation 

 

Heybridge Parish  
Common Purpose Statement 

 
 

ñThrough worship, prayer and loving action we will 
help all the community to discover  
Jesus and develop their faithò  


